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Report of Activities:

The new team of office bearers (Executive Committee) of
Mandaara, New England Kannada Koota was elected for a
term of 2 years during the Ugadi celebration of 2005. Our
dedicated committee takes pride in providing quality
programs to Kannadigas of the New England area. Our
events provide an excellent opportunity to meet and
interact with fellow Kannadigas. Our programs also
provide an appropriate forum and a great opportunity to
our community members to showcase their talents and
skills.

Picnic - 2005: NEKK annual picnic was held at Pomps
Pond/Recreational Park in Andover on Saturday, 25th June
2005. More than 150 members, including 40 children
attended the picnic. There were lots of fun-filled activities
both for kids and adults. For sports enthusiasts we had
arranged Tennis, Cricket, Volleyball and Croquet and for
kids we had running race and 3-legged race. Our senior
citizen also enjoyed participating in running race. For ladies
we had arranged Lemon & Spoon race. For those interested
in Kannada movies and songs we had Antakshari. To make
the event more interesting and fun we also had Bingo. At
the end of the day prizes were awarded to recognize the
winners.

A Tennis clinic was conducted by Mr. Alagawadi
Jagannath, our committee member and an avid tennis
enthusiast, catering to both novice and experienced players.
Al Jagannath is an accomplished tennis player and was
ranked No.1 in New England during 2003 and was
awarded membership to the Tennis Hall of Fame, New
Port, R.I. Heis a trained official USTA Coach. He has won
many USTA tournaments. He has played in the Tennis
NATIONALS held at Tuscon, Arizona in the year 2001. The
Tennis Clinic covered Ball Sense through Forehand Drive,
Backhand Drive and Serve. Other essential skills like basic
grip, stance, stretching and general fitness were also
discussed. More than 30 participants took advantage of the
clinic and have overwhelmingly requested us to host the
Tennis clinic again in 2006.

Our picnic is always well known for delicious and tasty
potluck lunch. This year also our generous volunteers
prepared diverse food that was very much appreciated by
one and all. We also had majjige and panaka, in addition to

soda, to quench the thirst of our members. Bhel-puri was
also available on the occasion.

Ganesha Festival - 2005: Lord Ganesha Pooja was
performed with religious fervor and deity on Saturday, 10t
September 2005 at Walsh Middle School, Framingham, MA.
We had a mix of traditional and light musical entertainment
program arranged for the occasion. The program started
with an invocation by Mamtha Kudlugi, followed by
classical Veena recital by Smt. Lakshmi Narayan for one
and half hours. After the dinner break, Lahari Group
enthralled the audience with lively light music concert for
over 90 minutes. Boston based Lahari Group have been
performing in New England/New York area for over 5 years now.

Kannada Manoranjini - 2005: We had the privilege of hosting
'Kannada Manoranjani', a scintillating live performance on
Sunday, October 16, 2005 at Keefe Technical School,
Framingham, MA. It was an evening of enchanting music,
skits, rip-roaring monologues, comedy and much more
from famous cine stars and musicians from Karnataka. It
was a fund raising program to help educate every child
back in Karnataka under the auspices of Association of
Kannada Kootas of America (AKKA).

The program started with a welcome speech by NEKK
secretary Guru Samaga followed by an address by NEKK
president Rajendra Rao. The vice president of AKKA, Dr.
Sharanabasava Rajur also spoke on the occasion explaining
the noble cause of educating every child.

Shylaja Santosh, a regular hostess on Udaya TV, was an
efficient master of ceremony. Noted Kannada film actor
Ramesh performed skits, comedy acts and monologues. The
audience received him very well and was given standing
ovation after each of his performance. He mingled with the
audience and was the star attraction of the program. Noted
Kannada singer, B.R.Chhaya, known as ‘Nightingale of
Karnataka’, enthralled the audience with over 15 melodious
songs and captured their attention taking them back to
their homeland with nostalgic memories. She was
accompanied by Ramprasad, who sang a few duets with
her. Padmapani composed and anchored the program.
Sudha Bargur was on stage on two occasions and made the
audience laugh heartily with her jokes and rip-roaring
monologues. She proved why she is the most successful
women humorist today in Karnataka.



Through her humorous dialogues she succeeded in
conveying the message for people to help educate deprived
children. After 4 hours the program concluded with a vote
of thanks by Guru Samaga. The program was attended by
over 350 members and was a great success. We were able to
raise and contribute $3,101 to the AKKA charitable
foundation. After the program the artists and the donors
had dinner at Dakshin Restaurant, Framingham. It was an
enchanting evening and made all of us proud to be
Kannadigas.

Kannada Rajyotsava/Deepavali/Children’s Day - 2005:
Our function was held on Saturday, 3'4 December 2005 at
Brophy School, Framingham, MA. We had lined up an
exciting array of programs to entertain our members. This
event showcased the talent and skills of our members and
catered to entertain both children and adults. We had
dramas, skits, monologues, folk dances, classical dances,
ballets and songs from our members (both children and
adults) in both individual and group settings. We also had
Kolata, yoga presentation, fashion show, painting
exhibition and ‘aadarsha samsara’ to enchant and
mesmerize our members. Over 50 children showcased their
talent on the occasion.

Sri. Purandara Dasa Day - 2005: Sri. Purandara Dasa day
was celebrated on Sunday, March 26th, 2006 at Sri Lakshmi
Temple, Ashland. The program was jointly hosted by the
Mandaara, New England Kannada Koota (NEKK) and New
England Hindu Temple Inc (NEHTI) committee on Youth,
Cultural and Education program. About 100 people
including children showed up and sang several keerthanas
of Purandara Dasa. The program began with a group
recitation of Sri. Purandara Dasa keerthanas followed by
individual singing. NEKK president Rajendra Rao
welcomed the audience. Smt. Durga Krishnan conducted
the program. Mr. K.G. Narayan, President of the temple,
helped us in conducting the program successful and we are
grateful to him and the temple committee. After the
program food was provided by enthusiastic volunteers.

- Guruprasad Samaga

Mandaara, New England Kannada Koota - Executive
Committee

Rajendra Rao - President
Guruprasad Samaga - Secretary
Sanjay Kanchegowda - Treasurer
Shaila Sunder Rao

Manju Nathan

Roopa Thejaswi Bhat

Aparna Raja Rao

Arun Raja Rao

Raj Thejaswi Bhat

Mamata Kudlugi

Padma Jagannath

Algawadi Jagannath

Dayanand Ayrodi

Suneel Reddy
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Have you Opened a 529 PLAN for your
child yet? If not call

Mr. Rajendra R.Rao
30 years experienced in Wall Street.
1-508-208-5809
Stocks, Bonds, Annuities, Mutual funds
and Options.
Securities Offered through Wall Street*E,
Member NASD /SIPC
Accounts Carried by ADP Clearing and
Outsourcing services.
Inc.Tax ID: 13-2967453.

Editorial Note

It is that time again when we all begin with new
resolutions and welcome the New Hindu Lunar Year and
prepare ourselves to gracefully face ‘bitter sweet” events
that might follow. Yes! It is Ugadi.

“We, the staff of Darpana, wish all the members of
Mandaara, New England Kannada Koota, a very happy
Ugadi and a prosperous New Year”

Every year we welcome Ugadi with ‘Hasiru
Torana’, signifying a new beginning of life when fresh
shoots and leaves emerge from the tree branches after the
bitter winter cold, and taste “Bevu Bella” (a concoction of
Neem flowers/buds and Jaggery) symbolizing that life is a
mixture of pleasure and pain that we should all accept with
equanimity. Perhaps it is in this “Vyaya Naama
Samvatsara’ that Darpana is long overdue and will make
yet another new beginning for Mandaara, New England
Kannada Koota. With the hope and expectation that our
readers and community members will continue to support
their voice, Darpana, we have returned to bring new issues
of our newsletter. We would like to expand the contents of
the newsletter to bring more interesting and exciting
community news and events. We look forward to your
continued support and encouragement.

The current issue was brought out at a very short
notice. Any errors are the responsibility of the Darpana
staff. Finally, we are grateful to the authors and advertising
sponsors who have sent their articles and advertisements
for publication in the newsletter and hope that all the
members will help us make it a successful publication of
our Kannada Koota.

Darpana Staff

Prakash Purohit, Nagendra Hande, Aruna Purohit, Rajendra Rao,
Guruprasad Samaga
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Qualified clientsreceiveupto a $750 Credit
at Closing.

e Find your dream home at the lowest price.

e List your home to sell it quickly at highest
value.

o0 Please Contact your Realtor Today!

| Ananth Ram

(o]
RE/MAX First Choice

155 Otis Street
Northborough, MA 01532

Direct: (508) 864-1422
Fax: (508) 351-1555

As 0 Real Bstate agent, my goal is to provide
Logm service with personal attention to all my
cliemts who entrust me with thelr Real Estate
needs.

Cowmpetitive commission, Accouw’cabiu’cg,
Confidentiality, Protect Your nterest, Provide
You the facts in a thmely manner.

PHONEL #: 781-258-7791

Referval: Please vefer me to Your family or friend
who Ls Looking to sell or buy a house

[ will appreciate your veferval and rewarol.

EXIT PREMIER REAL ESTATE Youw can register and get access to MLS Listing:
85 Wilmington Road Burlington, MA 01803 http Z//WWW.manj unathan ,homelog .com
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